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Town Groton

Place (neighborhood or village)

Groton Center

Photograph Address 17 Broadmeadow Road

Date of Construction

(3"x3" or 3-1/2x5" black and white only) Label photo on
back with town andproperty address. Recordfilm roll
and negative numbers here on form. Staple photo to left
side ofform over this space. Attach additional photos to
continuation sheets.

Historic Name

Uses: Present

Original

Residential

Residential

c.1800

Roll Negative(s)
Source Estimate

Foundation Split granite

\"
\

Major Alterations (with dates)

yes lJ Date

WalllTrim Wood clapboard

Roof Asphalt shingle
Outbuildings/secondary structure

Condition Excellent

Moved no IV-I

Acreage .3

Setting Town Center

Style/Form Federal

\ Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

113-20

Sketch Map North Toward Top

~'/

113-39

Recorded by Sanford Johnson

Organization Groton Historical Commission

Date (month/year) 12/07

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTU~ .QESCRlfTION 1_ see continuation sheet

Describe architecturalfeatures. Evaluate the chara,:teristics of this building in terms ofother buildings within the community.

* The house at 17 Bro~Qnleadow Road is a 2 1/2-story, side-gabled, 4x I-bay form with elements oft~e FeQe~1 style; a I-story
gable addition has been m~4e to the rear of the plan
* Decorative feature~ incl~ the gable fe4trnli, corner boards and nearly symmetrical fenestratiop; the simplified cornice detail
consists of an angled board .
* Windows are 6/6 di:>Ub~"Ung sasH 'with .plftth triI1l
* The off-center entrY n~ yl!lssical trim ipcl)lqing l\ cOT11kl'<.and sidelights .
* The well-maintaiti~d hOUse is ofa small scalb typical Mr this segment of Broadmeaddw Road whibh i~ the site of six similar
sized houses

mSTORICAL NARRATIVE D see continuation sheets

Discuss the history ofthe building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses ofthe building, and the
role(s) the owners /occupanfs pf.pyed within the ca,mmunity.

The owner of the house from c. l847 to c. 1856 app~ars from historic maps to be Eli Blood who was born c. 1798, was married
to Mary and worked as a laborer. By 1875, the merchant Charles Gerrish was the owner although this was one of the smaller
buildings he owned in the center. He also owned ho~s~s at 13 Broa,~l\dow (MHC #???), 95 Main (MHC #16), 113 Main
(MHC #14), and elsewhere. Hili qusjness was stor~ke~p~ for 30 yea~, mainly at a building now located at 118 Hollis (MHC
#103), moved from Main Street in 1889. Mr. Gerri$h waS 'a collector ofhistorical deeds, letters and documents. By 1921, the
building was in use as a domicile according to that year's Sanborn Fire Insur\Ulce map. The 1930 map shows Everett B. Gerrish
as the owner but lists his residence as Main Street, s~esting he rented the property.

BIBLIOGRAPHY andlor REFERENCES D continuationsheet

1856 Walling map ofMiddlesex County; 1875 Beers atlas; 1889 Walker atlas; 1832 and 1847 Butler maps; 1939 WPA map;
Butler's 1829 field notes; Federal census agricultural schedules, 1850-1880; Previous GHC Research; 1921 Sanborn Fire
Insurance map; 1930 Somes map; Resident directories; 1855, 1865 state census

** All properties mentioned in bold type are individually inventoried resources

ii Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement Form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Massachusetts Historical Commission
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Town
Groton

Area(s)

Property Address

Form No.

17 Broadmeadow Road


