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Town Groton3

Place (neighborhood or village)

West Groton

Photograph Address 2 Bixby Hill Road

Original Residential

Historic Name Former Christian Union Parsonage

Uses: Present Residential

(3"x3" or 3-1/2x5" black and white only) Label photo on
back with town andproperty address. Recordfilm roll
and negative numbers here on form. Staple photo to left
side ofform over this space. Attach additional photos to
continuation sheets.

Date of Construction c. ]900

Roll Negative(s)
Source Estimate

Exterior Material:

Foundation Brick

Major Alterations (with dates)

yes 0 Date

Style/Form Victorian Eclectic

ArchitectIBuilder

WalI!I'rim Wood shingle, wood clapboard

Roof Aspha]t shingles
Outbuildings/secondary structure

Detached shed, c. ]940

Condition Excellent

Moved no ~

Acreage .45

Setting Rural

North Toward Top

102-46

Recorded by Sanford Johnson

Organization Groton Historical Commission

Date (month/year) 12/08

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions/or completing this/arm.



BUILDING FORM

ARCIDTECTURAL DESCRIPTION o see continuation sheet

Describe architecturalfeatures. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms ofother buildings within the community.

* The Victorian Eclectic style house at 2 Bixby Hill Road is a front-gabled, 2 112-story, 2x2-bay fonn with a 1-story ell attached
to the west elevation
* The comer entry, recessed in a cutaway porch, is covered by a semi-circular hood supported by Doric columns; a secondary
porch covers the south elevation ofthe ell and is supported by posts with jigsawn brackets; a small rectangular bay window of 1
story projects from the south elevation of the main block
* Architectural detail includes the 3 courses of stagger-butt shingles at the second story and in two levels in the gable peaks, the
flared course of shingles that divides the first story from the second, and the molded cornice which appears at the soffit that
divides the second story from the gable
* Windows are mainly 1/1 double hung sash with some 2/2 examples in varied locations; window trim is plain except around the
gable peak window which has the upper soffit as a hood and three small brackets below
* The comer entrance has plain trim
* The detached shed may have once functioned as a garage and is clad in wood shingles
* The house is well-maintained and appears to retain most original materials and design features

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE o see continuation sheets

Discuss the history ofthe building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses ofthe building, and the
rote(s) the owners !occupants played within the community.

The Victorian Eclectic style design combines Colonial Revival and Medieval inspired elements which suggests a construction
date around 1900 (The 1889 atlas does not depict the building). The Christian Union Church at 35 West Main Street (MHC
#268) was the owner of the house by 1907. The church's Centennial Anniversary Booklet states the society bought the house in
that year for a parsonage but does not specify that they had it built which may mean it was built previously as a residence. It
was sold in 1950 which was the same year the church merged with the Union Congregational Church and no longer needed a
parsonage since they shared a minister.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES o continuation sheet

Centennial Anniversary Booklet of the Christian Union Church, 1985;

** All properties mentioned in bold type are individually inventoried resources

o Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement Fonn.
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Groton
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Massachusetts Archives Building
Boston, MA 02125

2 Bixby Hill Rd

Photos Taken 3-6/08
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