Great Books for High School Readers
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Arnold Spirit (Junior), is a bright, geeky Spokane Indian who transfers from the reservation to a rich,
white high school.
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect of Melinda's freshman year in
high school.
The Diviners by Libbra Bray
Book 1: The Diviners: Seventeen-year-old Evie O'Neill is thrilled when she is exiled from small-town
Ohio to New York City in 1926, even when a rash of occult-based murders thrusts Evie and her uncle,
curator of The Museum of American Folklore, Superstition, and the Occult, into the thick of the
investigation.
Beautiful Music for Ugly Children by Kirsten Cronn-Mills
Gabe has always identified as a boy, but he was born with a girl's body. With his new public access
radio show gaining in popularity, Gabe struggles with romance, friendships, and parents--all while
trying to come out as transgendered. An audition for a station in Minneapolis looks like his ticket to a
better life in the big city. But his entire future is threatened when several violent guys find out Gabe, the
popular DJ, is also Elizabeth from school.
Grisha by Leigh Bardugo
Book 1: Shadow and Bone: Orphaned by the Border Wars, Alina Starkov is taken from obscurity and
her only friend, Mal, to become the protegé of the mysterious Darkling, who trains her to join the
magical elite in the belief that she is the Sun Summoner, who can destroy the monsters of the Fold.
Good Omens by Neil Gaiman
The world is preparing to come to an end according to the Divine Plan recorded in the Nice and
Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch (recorded 1655). Meanwhile, a fussy angel and a fastliving demon have grown fond of living among the earth's mortals for many millennia and are not
looking forward to the apocalypse. If Crowley and Aziraphale are going to stop it from happening, they
must find and kill the Antichrist.
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
Sixteen-year-old Hazel, a stage IV thyroid cancer patient, has accepted her terminal diagnosis until a
chance meeting with a boy at cancer support group forces her to reexamine her perspective on love, loss,
and life.
Looking for Alaska by John Green
Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends
and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash.
Why We Broke Up by David Handler
Sixteen-year-old Min Green writes a letter to Ed Slaterton in which she breaks up with him,
documenting their relationship and how items in the accompanying box, from bottle caps to a cookbook,
foretell the end.
Everybody Sees the Ants by A. S. King
Overburdened by his parents' bickering and a bully's attacks, fifteen-year-old Lucky Linderman begins
dreaming of being with his grandfather, who went missing during the Vietnam War, but during a visit to
Arizona, his aunt and uncle and their beautiful neighbor, Ginny, help him find a new perspective.
Every Day by David Levithan
Every morning A wakes in a different person's body, in a different person's life, learning over the years
to never get too attached, until A wakes up in the body of Justin and falls in love with Justin's girlfriend,
Rhiannon.

Sleeping Freshman Never Lie by David Lubar
While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses
old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills as a writer.
Lunar Chronicles by Marissa Meyer
Book 1: Cinder: As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder,
a gifted mechanic and cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets
about her past in order to protect the world in this futuristic take on the Cinderella story.
Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell
Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon Snow fan, but for Cath, being a fan is her
life--and she's really good at it. She and her twin sister, Wren, ensconced themselves in the Simon Snow
series when they were just kids; it's what got them through their mother leaving.
Midwinterblood by Marcus Sedgewick
Seven linked vignettes unfold on a Scandinavian island inhabited--throughout various time periods--by
Vikings, vampires, ghosts, and a curiously powerful plant.
Unwind by Neal Shusterman
In a future world where those between the ages of thirteen and eighteen can have their lives "unwound"
and their body parts harvested for use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths to uphold their
beliefs--and, perhaps, save their own lives.
The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl
ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses long
enough to make it to the finish line.
The Gospel According to Larry by Janet Tashjan
Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world, tries to
maintain his secret identity as the author of a web site that is receiving national attention.
Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock by Matthew Quick
A day in the life of a suicidal teen boy saying good-bye to the four people who matter most to him.
Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley
Seventeen-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is marked by his cousin's death by overdose, an
alleged spotting of a woodpecker thought to be extinct, failed romances, and his younger brother's
sudden disappearance.
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of
friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping
secret all that she can.
The Uninvited by Tim Wynne-Jones
After a disturbing freshman year at New York University, Mimi is happy to get away to her father's
remote Canadian cottage only to discover a stranger living there who has never heard of her or her father
and who is convinced that Mimi is responsible for leaving sinister tokens around the property.
Dustland by Moira Young
Book 1: Blood Red Road: In a distant future, eighteen-year-old Lugh is kidnapped, and while his twin
sister Saba and nine-year-old Emmi are trailing him across bleak Sandsea they are captured, too, and
taken to brutal Hopetown, where Saba is forced to be a cage fighter until new friends help plan an
escape.
The Program by Suzanne Young
When suicide becomes a worldwide epidemic, the only known cure is The Program, a treatment in
which painful memories are erased, a fate worse than death to seventeen-year-old Sloane who knows
that The Program will steal memories of her dead brother and boyfriend.
I am the Messenger by Marcus Zusak
After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy begins receiving mysterious
messages that direct him to addresses where people need help, and he begins getting over his lifelong
feeling of worthlessness.

