Adult books for Young adults
REMEMBER! These books were placed in the Adult Section for both reading level and content. There
may be mature themes and language in these novels.
The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake by Aimee Bender
On the eve of her ninth birthday, unassuming Rose Edelstein, a girl at the periphery of schoolyard games
and her distracted parents' attention, bites into her mother's homemade lemon-chocolate cake and
discovers she has a magical gift: she can taste her mother's emotions in the cake. She discovers this gift
to her horror, for her mother--her cheerful, good-with-crafts, can-do mother--tastes of despair and
desperation. Suddenly, and for the rest of her life, food becomes a peril and a threat to Rose. Yet as Rose
grows up she learns to harness her gift and becomes aware that there are secrets even her taste buds
cannot discern.
Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier
Seventeen-year-old Griet must work to support her family, so she becomes a maid in the house of
Johannes Vermeer, where she attracts the master painter's attention. He is commissioned to paint Griet,
and the result is one of the greatest paintings ever created.
The Thursday Next Series by Jasper Fforde
Book 1: The Eyre Affair: The chronicles of Thursday Next, a captivating literary sleuth in a whimsical
world. The essence of Thursday's quest is the capture of Acheron Hades, a wily cad whose dastardly
crime is murder of characters from the classics.
Good Omens By Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett
The world is preparing to come to an end according to the Divine Plan recorded in the Nice and
Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch (recorded 1655). Meanwhile, a fussy angel and a fastliving demon have grown fond of living among the earth's mortals and are not looking forward to the
apocalypse. If they’re to stop it from happening, they must find and kill the Antichrist.
The Magicians Series by Lev Grossman
Book 1: The Magicians: As a senior in high school Quentin Coldwater became preoccupied with a series
of fantasy novels he read as a child, set in a magical land called Fillory. After graduating from college
and being admitted into a highly exclusive, secret society of magic in upstate New York, he makes a
stunning discovery: Fillory is real. But the land of Quentin's fantasies turns out to be much darker and
more dangerous than he could have imagined for his childhood dream becomes a nightmare with a
shocking truth at its heart.
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
Jacob Jankowski, recently orphaned and suddenly adrift, jumps onto a passing train, he enters a world of
freaks, grifters, and misfits, a second-rate circus struggling to survive during the Great Depression,
making one-night stands in town after endless town. A veterinary student who almost earned his degree,
Jacob is put in charge of caring for the circus menagerie. It is there that he meets Marlena, the beautiful
young star of the equestrian act, who is married to August, the charismatic but twisted animal trainer. He
also meets Rosie, an elephant who seems untrainable until he discovers a way to reach her.
The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star Henry Skrimshander
seems destined for big-league stardom. But when a routine throw goes disastrously off course, the fates
of five people are upended.

Eventide by Kent Haruf
When the McPheron brothers see Victoria Roubideaux, the single mother they'd taken in, move from
their ranch to begin college, an emptiness opens before them and for many other townspeople it also
promises to be a long, hard winter. A young boy living alone with his grandfather helps out a neighbor
whose husband, off in Alaska, suddenly isn't coming home, leaving her to raise their two daughters. At
school the children of a disabled couple suffer indignities that their parents know all too well in their
own lives, with only a social worker to look after them and a violent relative to endanger them further.
But in a small town a great many people encounter one another frequently, often surprisingly, and
destinies soon become entwined.
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
During the summer of 1964 in rural South Carolina, a young girl is given a home by three black,
beekeeping sisters. As she enters their mesmerizing secret world of bees and honey, she discovers a
place where she can find the single thing her heart longs for most.
The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver
Growing up in a poor, rural Kentucky home, young Taylor Greer dreams of a better life. Heading out
west with a beat-up car, Taylor finds herself caring for an abandoned Cherokee infant, who she names
Turtle. Settling in Arizona, Taylor raises Turtle as her own and eventually aids a couple of Guatemalan
immigrants.
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
Waging a fierce competition for which they have trained since childhood, circus magicians Celia and
Marco unexpectedly fall in love with each other and share a fantastical romance that manifests in fateful
ways.
My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult
Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By age thirteen, she has undergone countless surgeries,
transfusions, and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow fight the leukemia that has plagued
her since childhood. The product of preimplantation genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone
marrow match for Kate -- a life and a role that she has never challenged...until now.
The Vampire Chronicles by Anne Rice
Book 1: Interview with the Vampire: A vampire recounts his tragic two-century life, marked by an
endless thirst for human blood.
Swamplandia! by Karen Russell
The Bigtree alligator wrestling dynasty is in decline, and Swamplandia!, their island home and gator
wrestling theme park, formerly no. 1 in the region, is swiftly being encroached upon by a fearsome and
sophisticated competitor called the World of Darkness. Ava's mother, the park's indomitable headliner,
has just died; her sister, Ossie, has fallen in love with a spooky character, who may or may not be an
actual ghost; and her brilliant big brother, Kiwi has just defected to the World of Darkness in a last ditch
effort to keep their family business from going under. Ava's father, affectionately known as Chief
Bigtree, is AWOL; and that leaves Ava, a resourceful but terrified thirteen, to manage ninety eight
gators as well as her own grief
Where’d You Go, Bernadette? by Maria Semple
When her notorious, hilarious, volatile, talented, troubled, and agoraphobic mother goes missing,
teenage Bee begins a trip that takes her to the ends of the earth to find her.

